The final answer to my inquiry whether or not nursing is a profession has a direct and immediate bearing on the present unrest?an unrest which is not confined to this country, but which extends over America and the
colonies.
It is of supreme importance that this movement should be regarded as a whole, and especially with a view to the future.
Everywhere there is a tendency, which is not unnatural, to look at the matter locally, and to apply a local and temporary remedy. If My object is to break this down if I can. As long as people say and affirm that the thing is impossible, and that all the authorities have said the last word on the subject, there is not much to be gained by discussing details, even such important details as this. Once the principle of early entrance and student probation is admitted it is extremely probable that some hospital committee will be found willing to try the experiment, and pupils will be forthcoming with suitable means at their disposal.
I deny that the nurse is an exception to all other classes of trained workers, and that it is necessary that she should be five years behind the rest when she begins her career. The whole of the argument, in my humble opinion, is built upon the principle that a probationer must be able to work for twelve hours a day for seven days a week, and without one shred of regard for the well-being of the worker now or in the future. The principle is a despicable one. the more so as it is clothed in a gaberdine of charity. Moreover, it is an ignorant principle. A report published by the Ministry of Munitions proves that the reduction of the workers' hours improved their health, and increased their output. A reduction of nurses' hours, an increase of her pay, and a bright life will, without doubt, contribute to the welfare of their patients.
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